NUDES and art have a long and varied
history. For years, the naked body had its
place in Greek and Christian art, and to this
day we find that life drawing is one of the
fundamental building blocks of any aspiring
visual artist. Photography and the human
form have been intrinsically linked since

the medium’s inception. Flick through any
book on the history of photography and
you'll find endless images, from contentious
photographs of young subjects by Charles
Dodgson (better known as Lewis Carroll)

to Herb Ritts’ photographs of nude
supermodels. Yet where these images were
very much concerned with understanding
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the subject, Martin Smith is far more
concerned with the process of achieving
these images. His simple monochrome
figure-study photographs demonstrate
what can be achieved with the simplest of
set-ups and a modest village-hall setting.
‘| had been dabbling with photography
since the 1980s, but unfortunately, due to
certain lifestyle changes, it had to take a
back seat,’ says Martin. ‘Then, around four
years ago, my wife bought me a compact
camera and the enthusiasm immediately
returned. Some time later, | bought
myself a Canon EOS 450D after
reading several favourable reviews.’
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